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FAIR WANDERER. 


H O' Nature works by vari- 
ous Modes in different Tem- 
pers, yet the End, at which 
they endeavour to arrive, ſeems to be 
the ſame, and Haryiness the Goal. 
Therefore, however diverſiſied or me- 
andering may be the Paths, yet they 
all bend to Felicity, as naturally as 
the Needle to the Pole, and concenter 
in one Point. This, therefore, is the 
Summum Bonum of Mankind in gene- 
ral; and though ſome delight in a 
Life of Indolence and Inactivity, others 
in Hurry and Noiſe, and a third in Li- 
bertiniſm and Pleaſure; yet though 
their Ways appear thus widely to de- 
viate, their Aims arc collateral, and 
B 2 


(2) 
all purſue the ſame Object. The Su- 
pine and Indolent droan away their 
Days in a dull Inſenſibility, negleatul 
and, ignorant of Mankind in general, 
and the different Events of Good or 
Evil ; and, at the End of their Days, 
find themſelves no wiſer nor happier 
than when they enter'd Life. The 
noiſy buſy Buſtler is continually plan- 
ning new Schemes, harraſſing his Mind 
with different Projects, which are 
equally idle and impracticable, and 
finds he has, amidſt his Turmoils, Fa- 
tigues, and Hazard, only inliſted the 
gnawing Harpies, Diſquietude, Diſguſt 
and Anger, as his conſtant Attendants. 
The giddy Libertine ranſacks Nature 
to ſupply his wanton whimſical Fancy, 
his Deity is Variety, and Pleaſure his De- 
light ; he finds that the Attainment of 
one Pleaſure, only creates new Deſires 
and more unmaſterly Paſſions ; his im- 
moderate Wiſhes cloy in Fruition, and 
1 what he longs for this Hour, is taſte- 
leſs, inſipid, and even noiſome the 
next: He tortures his Imagination to 
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find ſome Pleaſure yet unenjoyed, and 
which, perhaps, when attained, yields 
him no more Satisfaction, no more 
real Delight than his former weak Ac- 
uifition ; and, as he finds 2 new 


him conclude, that All is Vanity and 
"> YLexation of Spirit. He then wilcly 
'X confeſſes, that Virtue is the only Hap- 
pineſs on Earth, and that there is no 
+ Pleaſure, no Delight, no Satisfaction or 
Joy, like Ix x ocRNcx. 


ETHELINDA was born in the Year 
1. in the City of Paris; but her 
Parents dying before ſhe was three 


˖ X Years old, her Uncle, the only ſurviv- 
ing Relation ſhe had, took her, with 
; the paternal Eſtate her Father left her, 
being near Fifty Thouſand Livers per 
c Annum, into his Protection and Care. 
_ Happily for her, this Gentleman was 
VB then in high Eſteem both with the 
4 French King and the Pope, betwixt 


& whom he had been frequently entruſt- 
ad with many ſecret Commiſſions, the 
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which he had performed to their mu- 
tual Satisfaction; and became in ſuch 
Favour, that he was poſſeſſed of ſome 
of the richeſt Beneſices in the King- 
dom; and, at laſt, by his Holineſs 
made Legate of B , and afterwards 
Nuntio to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, 
Arrived to this Pitch of Grandeur, and 
careſſed equally by the Towers he was 
to ſerve, he wiſhed for no more, but 


ſpent his Days in continual Eaſe and 
Tranquillity. EAEIINx DA thus fitu- 


ated in the Meridian of Opulence and 


Power, was poſſeſſed of all her Sex 


could deſire. Nothing was debarred 
her; for, being the Darling of her 
Uncle, her Abſence was almoſt inſup- 
portable, and nothing was too great or 


too good for his adored Niece, His 


continual Study was to pleaſe her, and 
every new Day afforded ſome new 


Mark of this fond Relation's Eſteem 


and Affection. Indced ſhe was a per- 
ſect Pattern of Peauty, and her Con- 
duct was regulated by the niceſt De- 


cency; her Temper was mild, ſoft, 


and 
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and affable, her Language harmoni- 
ouſly ſweet, her Senſe refined, her Wit 
ſtrong and piercing; and to ſee EruRE- 
LINDA, was to love. Poſſeſſed of fo 
charming a Relation, the doating Car- 
dinal was never ſo well pleaſed as 
when with his Niece; and every Hour 
that Buſineſs would allow, he would 
divert to the Converſation of the beau- 
teous ETHELINDA. The Thoughts of 
Marriage was what he could in no 
wiſe reliſh, conſidering that that would, 
of Courſe, occaſion a Separation from 
his beloved Niece, a Thing he would 
avoid above every Evil that could be- 
fal him : Therefore, notwithſtanding 
ſeveral advantageous Offers were made 
him, and Erny:iinda was ſought as a || 
Bride by many of the principal No- 
blefle, yet the Cardinal found Means 
to terminate their Addrefles, either by | 
| 


evaſive Prevarications, or final Deni- 
als. And, indeed, this was no great 
- - Mortification to his Niece, ſince no 
- particular Youth, amidſt the Crowd of 
t, Admirers that had offered themſelves 
d | to 
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to her, had yet prevailed fo far as to 
excite a Sentiment, or even a Sigh from 
her in their Favour. 


Bur, as too much Security is ge- 
nerally the Prelude to ſome Miſhap 
or other, and as Preſcience is not given 
to Mortals, ſo ErueLinda's Tranquil- 
lity was almoſt outrun, and one un- 
expected Interview introduced a thou- 
ſand Anxictics. | Being one Evening 
at the Play, ſhe accidentally was ſtruck 
with the Sight of a gay young Fo- 
reigner, who, for Brevity's Sake, I ſhall 
call MIR ABEL. He was then about 
Twenty-two, juſt arrived to a noble 
Eſtate in England (of which he was 
a Native) of about Seventeen Thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year, and had all the 
Advantages that a generous and libe- 
ral Education could poſſibly give, 
which, joined to a very graceful and 
engaging Perſon, made him extremely 
agreeable. 
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Mixabgl, during the Life of his 
Father, was ſent into Italy, where he 
ſtay'd about a Year 3 but, upon his 
Father's Deccaſe, was obliged to come 
again to England, in Order to take 
Poſſeſſion of his Heritage, which he 
found free from all Incumbrances, and 
ſomewhat better'd by a good Quan- 
tity of ready Money. Being, as yet, 
unfix d in his Diſpoſitions, he ſettled 
his Affairs, and left his Eſtate to the 
Care of a worthy intimate Friend, who, 
with his Mother and one only Siſter, 
lived at his Manſion- houſe in the 
Country, during his Abſence; and he 
ſat out again to complete his Travels 
abroad, He had (as I obſerved) al- 
ready been ſome Time in Italy; and 
his Intercourſe with ſo polite a People, 


and his Claſſical Knowledge, had in- 
deed embelliſhed him in a great De- 


gree, and rendered him an accom- 
pliſhed Gentleman. : 


Fir 
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FIR M in his Reſolution, he went 
for Paris, intending firſt to viſt 
France; that, on his Return to Tzaly, 
his guondam Friends might find he 
had not been idle in his Abſence, but 
had been elſewhere than at Home. 
It was in this Route, that ETUELIN DA 
farſt ſaw him, ſoon after his Arrival at 
Paris; and from hence ſhe may date 
the Beginning of her Sorrows. The 
Appearance of Mix ABEL was altoge- 
ther polite, gentecl, and gay, free from 
any Thing vain, foppiſh, or fantaſtical ; 
his Air and Behaviour was free, noble, 
and bold, devoid of any ſhcepiſh Ig- 
norance, or over- bearing Aſſurance : 
but decent Modeſty ſcemed to rule his 
Actions, and made him rather difh- 
dent than conceited. Nothing ſtrikes 
the Eye more than a graceſul Mode- 
ſty, biaſſed by Reaſon, and unaffect- 
ed Freedom. ETUELIN DA fixed her 
Eyes upon this young Stranger, who, 
though in the Dawn of Life, ſcemed | 
wellyerſed with the Grand Monde, and 


to 
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to underſtand the different Impulſes of 
Nature. She regarded him with a 
Concern and Emotion winch {he had 
never felt before; a certain Languor 
overcame her Spirits, and {ſhe funk 
into a ſupine Apathy, for which the 
could in no mcaſure account. A young 
Lady of her cquaintance, ho was 

then with her, perceiving her Colour 
fade, immediately apply” d a Reſtora- 
tive, and adviſed her to go Home, 
whither ſhe ſaid ſhe herſelf would ac- 
company her. ETnzrinpa ſeemed re- 
luctant to quit ſo agreeable an Object, 
and told her fair Friend that it was 
only Heat, and that ſhe ſhould ſoon 
**cover. This ſhe indeed imagined 
would be the Caſe; but Miripti's 
Preſence was too powerful, nor could 
ſhe upon any Contain ſupport the 
Extacy. Wherefore, unable longer to 
abide it, {he was combatted home to 
her Uncle's, who, thro' his generous 
Tenderneſs, was much affected at his 
Niece's {light (as they ſuſpected it to be) 
C Indiſ- 


( 10 ) 
Indiſpoſition, and adviſed her to have 
Recourſe to Sleep. 


ErnzIIx Da, upon her Uncle's Re- 
monſtrances, retir'd to. her Chamber, 
and went to Bed ; but alas! Slecp was 
a Stranger to her Eyes that Night, and 
ſhe paſſed the Hours in the utmoſt 
Anxiety. Her Mind was like a trou- 
bled Sea, toſſed to and fro by every 
ſudden Guſt of Paſſion, and her whole 
Thoughts were engaged about the 
handſome Stranger. She had no Idea 
in her Mind but the Repreſcntation of 
his Perſon, and the Image of MIRABEI. 
ſtood continually before her Eyes. This 
was a pleaſing Pain ſhe had never felt 
before; a delightful Diſquietude till 
now unknown! A thouſand different 
Paſſions alternately perplex her; Hope 
gives place to Deſire, Deſire to Fear, 
and Fear to Anger; ſhe is vex' d and 
pleas'd in one and the ſame Moment, 
and yet this Viciſſitude, this Migration 
of 'Lemper ſhe cannot account for. 


Thus in one uninterrupted Circle of 
| Variety 
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Variety ſhe ſpent the Night, and hoped 
Day-light and Diverſion would give 


her Eaſe. 


How vain arc all our boaſted Arti- 
fices to quell the Power of Love! That 
Fever of the Soul burns with reſiſtleſs 
Force, and every thing is weak com- 
pared with it; when the deadly Aco- 
nite enters the Heart, the whole Maſs 
of Blood becomes contaminated, and 
nothing but an equal Poiſon can damp 
its Fury. Every other Reſource is 
fruitleſs; Reaſon, Religion, Virtue, 
are poor Auxiliaries to ſtand the Force 
of his all-conquering Aids; A Groupe 
of Paſſions with a Hydra-Hcad rife at 
his Beck, and baffle all Attempts to 


ſtem the Attack. 


Day returning, Erur1iinDa roſe 
with the Dawn, and thought by Study 
to divert the Thoughts of Miraszr, 
and to that End retired to her Cloſet 
till the uſual our of Breakfaſt. How- 


ever, her ſlight Diſorder occaſioned the 
C 2 Car- 
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Cardinal to riſe ſomewhat carlier than 
uſual, being anxious to know of his 
Niece's Welfare, and being informed 
ſhe was up, ſent for her to Sr 
Highly pleaſed to find her fo well, 

a further improvement, he hare a 
ſhort Tour into the Country, and that 
Laune (for ſuch was the Name of her 
fair Aflociate) ſhould be invited to bear 
them Company: Nothins could have 
been more à propos to ETHELINDa, 
hoping that would encreafſe her For- 
getfulneſs of MIR AE; and ſhe direct- 
ly ſent ſor her dear Friend, who agree- 
ing to their Requeſt, the Coach was 
accordingly ordered, and the Cardinal 
with his fair Companions immediately 
ſet-out trom Paris. Their Stay in the 
Country was but ſhort, and whatever 


Progreſs Abſence might have made to 


dittodge MixABEL from ErnhREEINDA“s 
Mind, yet a caſual Interview rekindled 
the Flame with double Fury. For on 
their Retvrn home calling at Fox- 


TAINEBLEAU, one of the Royal Palaces,” 


to take a little Diver ſion in the Gardens, 
which 


| "1g 3 
which are extremely beautiful; who 
ſhould they meet but Mi RAUEL himſelf, 
then there upon a Party of Pleaſure 
with the young Duke of ——, who 
had bcen in France ſome time. ETar- 
N pA had ſcen this young Nobleman 
ſeveral times at her Uncle's Houſe, the 
Cardinal having frequently entertained 
him, and preſented him to His Moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, who, on Account 
of his high Birth (being one of the 
firſt in England) reccived him very 
graciouſly, and with an aftable Polite- 
neſs which ſhines with double Splen- 
dour in a Monarch, and yet very com- 
mon with that Prince, 


Tuts accidental Meeting was the 
Prototype of Miſery to ETiri.inDa, 
and the fatal Rock whercon her Hap- 
pineſs, Tranquillity, and Eaſc, was 
jrrecoverably wreck'd and loſt. So 
unexpected, ſo unthought-of an Ad- 
venture, had the moſt unhappy Ef- 
ies, and fill'd Erinzlixoa's Breaſt 
with ten thouſand different Cogitations 

| the 
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the returning Bluſhes in her Checks, 
the languid Sweat that quiver'd on her ¶ iv 
Brow, the trembling Heart, and deep- tu: 
ſwoln Sigh, were but too recent Indi- 

cations of the Danger ſhe was in. She q 

then began to reflea on this ſtrange the 
Emotion, this unuſual Timidity when-| ſuc 
ever ſhe ſaw Mrrasri, and rightly ©. 
conjectur'd it muſt be LOVE. She 
had never felt the Paſſion; and tho 7 


Affection, yet ſhe ſtrove e 16 
and endeavoured all ſhe could to- 
quench the Flame. Vain Attempts! # giv 
Fruitleſs Struggles! The Soul was ing 
wounded, and the Guardian Reaſon turi 
ſunk in ſupine Apathy. Unhappy, # 4 Thi 
lovely Maid! Adicu the tranquil Mind, of 
the Heart at Eaſc! Adieu the gay plai 
Delights, the ſoft Enchantments, the app 
ſoothing Blandiſhments of Pleaſure ! and 
Varicty has loſt its Taſte, and cloys ; JEr: 


"tis MiIRABEI. — can pleaſe. With Twit! 


him 'tis Mirth, s Joy and everlaſt- 3 $ wiſc 
ing Love; he fees the Face of pen- Atte 
| five) ; Lov. 
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her five Mclancholy, and makes all Na- 
CP- x8 TUrc gay. 


She Tus ſhe ſpent the tedious Hours, 
ge theſe were her fond Soliloquies, and 
en- ſuch Reverics were more delightful, 
tly g more enchanting, than all the Pleaſures 
the Beau-monde could give. After the 
x uſual Ceremonies paſſed betwixt her 
Uncle and theſe two Foreigners, the 
Cardinal invited the young Duke and 
to Mizapz1, to a Ball, which he was to 
ts! ® give at his Houfe the fecond ſucceed- 
vas ing Night; and therefore, on their Re- 
on turn to Paris, craved their Cempanies. 
oy, 4 This ſo generous an Invitation, neither 
1d, of our young Gentlemen could com- 
ray plaiſantly refuſe, therefore on the Time 
the appointed waited on his Eminence; 
re! and this Ball being on Account of 
s; FETHELINDA'S Birth Day, ſhe appeared 
ith with double Beauty; but yet Mirapri, 
{t- I wiely fortified his Heart againſt all 
Attacks from.ſo dangerous a Paſſion as 
Love, and only treated her with com- 
mon Cwility ; however, being obliged 
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to depart from Paris in two Days, he 
ſtayed at the Cardinal's till the next 9 
Morning, which afforded ETHEIINF pA 4 
real Pleaſure. His Abſence by degrees 4 
orew quite inſupportable, Company . 

and Diverſion was her greateſt Pain; 

ſhe ſought Solitude, loath'd her Food, j 

and languiſh'd a filent Victim to a 
moſt violent Paſſion. 


Tuts Change in ETHELINDA gave = 
her Uncle the deepeſt Concern, and 
all his Sollicitude and Entreaties could 
not diſcover the Motive of ſo ſudden, _ 
ſo unhappy an Alteration. She baffled 
the Arts of the Phyſicians, nor was 
their Sagacity ſufficiently penetrative 
to find out the Cauſe of her Malady. 
To-day it was an intermitting Fever, 
To-morrow a Cold, the ſucceeding ; 
Day 7e ne ſqay guoy. Thele continual 3 
Viſits from the Faculty, and the Car- 
dinal's inceſſant Queſtions, gave ETHs- 3 
LIN DA the deepeſt Anxiety, and re- 


quired all her Skill and Addreſs to 


manage ſo intricate a Point, and 


3 evade 
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evade giving the {lighteſt Suſpicion of 
her Diſorder. To remedy this Evil, 


and ſhun the Danger attending a Diſ- 


covery, the determin'd at all Events to 
fly the Inquiſitors, and by ſome Means 
or other ſhare the Company of her be- 
loved Maazrl. She was already ſut- 
ficiently informed of his Name and 
Quality, and the Route he had taken; 
and thould ſhe miſs of him in his 
Journey, yet the was ſure of finding 
him at Nome or Florence, the deſtin'd 
Mart of Pleaſure he was bound to, and 
where he intended to make a conſider- 
able Stay, 


Hzrplrss and unthoughtful of the 
imminent Dangers to which ſhe ex- 
poſed herſelf in fo hazardous and dar- 
ing an Adventure, ſhe fully determined 
on the fatal Expedition ; and the pre- 
ceding Day to her Departure, went 
and ſold ſome of her Jewels to the 
Amount of 1000 J. Sterling, and pro- 


vided every thing fit for her Journey. 
She 


(8) 
She roſe the next Morning extremely 
carly, and leſt her Uncle's, ordering 


the Servants to acquaint the Cardinal 
upon his enquiring after her, that ſhe 


was gone with a young Lady upon a 
Party of Pleaſure to Marli, and beg- 
ged his Pardon for ſo abr 'upt a Depar- 
ture; but the I hing was determined 
the Night before. At the ſame Time 
ſhe gave her Footman a Letter for her 
dear Friend Lauma, which ſhe ordered 
him not to deliver 'till the next Day ; 
wherein ſhe inform'd her of her Un- 
dertaking, couch'd in the following 
Terms, vig. 


| | Monday Evening, 
My dear Laura, Five o Chick. 


HE long and tender Intimacy 
which has ſubſiſted betwixt us, 
even ſince my Childhood, and che which 
ſtrengthen' d by Realon, and the Parity 


of our Sentiments, is grown to a ſin- 
cere Friendſhip, f is a ſufficient Apology 


for this unexpected Intruſion; tho 
this 


„ TE LAI 
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| 1 
this one Step of mine is a Breach of 
the ſacred Laws of Amity, and the 


firſt Infringement, I believe, I ever 


made thercon. 


PauiLosoPHERS aſſert, that where 
Perſons are united by a Similitude of 
Temper, Manners and Opinion, and 
have linked themſelves voluntarily in 


the cordial Ties of Amity, there ſhould 


be only ons Soul ; inferring that no- 
thing ſhould be done or even intended, 
without a Participation of Opinions, 
and a mutual Conſent. This Proceed- 
ing of mine then is undoubtedly re- 
pugnant to ſuch Injunction, and con- 
ſequently renders me unworthy the 
Name; and therefore I dare not uſurp 
ſo glorious a Title, whatſoever are my 
Sentiments in your Favour, I own 
my Crime, and have no Hopes of Par- 
don or Forgiveneſs, but from your Hu- 
manity and innate good Nature, Your 


Virtue, Modeſty, and good Senſe will 


condemn me ; and not only condemn, 


or . but 


( 20 ) 

but laugh at ſuch a Knight-Errant- 
Expedition, and ridicule my Wild- 
Gooſe-Chace: However, ſince I am 
abſent and ignorant thercof, your Cen- 
ſure will be of little Weight; but the 
Loſs of ſo worthy, ſo invaluable a 
Friend, will be an indelible Concern. 
My Flight was ſudden, and fo was 
the Occaſion, ſince the unhappy Cauſe 
thereof was unknown to me two 


Months ago: I have ſtrove with all 


the Force i was Miſtreſs of, and argued 
againſt it with all the Rhctoric I could 
produce: Alas! it was vain and inſig- 
nificant; the fatal Paſſion overcame 
my Reaſon, and left me nothing but 
weak Reflection. I duly conſidered 
the many Dangers I expoſed myſelf to, 
and what a Maze of Miſery I was juſt 


entering; yet Love hood-wink'd my 


Reaſon; and overpower'd by fo fatal 
a Paſſion, I ſunk beneath the oppreſ- 


five Load, 


On! Lavural won't YOu wonder that 


a Perſon of my F. ortune, Gaiety and 
Beauty, 


— 


i 
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Beauty, (as they tell me) who have re- 
fuſed ſo many advantageous Propoſals, 
and ſlighted the richeſt Nobility in 
Francs, ſhould at laſt give way to 
Love; and for the Sake of a Perſon to 
whom I am unknown, quit my Coun- 
try, my Friends, my All, for an Un- 
certainty; and perhaps, to groan out 
my Days beneath a Groupe of Misfor- 
tunes! Vet let me premiſe, that the 
Object of my Flame is not unworthy 
of my Love, either in Rank, Fortune 
or Merit; but yet, what am I hunt- 
ing? a Bubble on a running Stream, 
which when caught, perhaps, will 
break, and leave me only--NoTninG. 
Should he deſpiſe me, and ridicule my 
Extravagance, as I may but too natu- 
rally expect, What will become of me? 


or what muſt I do? To return to my 


Uncle, (ſhould he live to bear my 
Loſs) whoſe good Nature would gene- 
rouſly ſurperviſe my Failings ; yet to be 
the May-Game of the World, the 


Butt of Envy, and the Topic of Scan- 
3 : dal, 


dal, would be Miſery unutterable! In- 


— 
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expreſlive Torture! And yet, my dear 
Laura! where ſhall I feck an Afylum 
in a Country where Jam a Stranger! 
And ſince my feeble Virtue has already 


given way to ſoft Indulgences; how 


may my ſtaggering Reaſon be ſubdued 
by Rhetoric, and lull'd into the Em- 
braces of Vice! Ha! I ſhudder at the 
dreadful Apprehenſion; and my Soul 
fickens at the ſad Idea, Should the 
pinching Afﬀaults of Neceſſity hunt 
me, how ſhall 1 withſtand the Attacks? 
and, perhaps, by talſe Reaſoning, be 
induced to ſacrifice my Virtue to a 


glittering Bribe; and rather than die 


the Death of the Righteous, live a 
Life of Vice, and ſhine a ſplendid, 
unhappy——Proſtitute, 


Inavs drawn a hideous Night- 
piece, which your Regard for me, 
will influence you to pray Heaven to 
deprecate ; but -indeed 'tis but what I 
dread: And ſince I am embarked on 

| this 
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this idle Adventure, the Heat of my 
Paſſion will not ſuffer me to return. 
I could not, upon any Conſideration, 
oF write to my dear Uncle, therefore muſt 
entreat you to be the unwelcome Meſ- 
ſenger; and ſince you are your own 

+ Miſtreſs, and poſſeſſed of a plentiful 
Fortune, and intimate with him ; fo 

I wiſh this might influence you to ſup- 
phy my "Abſence by your Company, 
and taking his domeſtic Affairs un- 
| der your Care. This is only a Pro- 
poſal I make, as a Friend, which may 
* be the means of alleviating his Grief 
for me, and prolonging his Life. It 
is impracticable for me to hear from 
\ | you, unleſs Affairs take an unexpected 
Turn; and, perhaps, this may be 

the laſt you will ever receive from me; 

but e'er it will reach you, I ſhall be 
Je: fail for England. I thought this 


9 
1 


J 

Perecaution of retarding the Delivery 

N= of my Letter neceſſary, left my Uncle 

ſhould be prompted to fend after me, 

| which now is vain and fruitleſs: There- 
1 fore 
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fore heartily offering my Prayers to 


Heaven for my Uncle's Preſervation, 
and your uninterrupted Happineſs, 


J am, 
Dear Lavs A, 5 
Your Incomſolable, 
And Wandering 


ETHE LINDA. 


As ſoon as ErHELIINxDA left her 
Uncle's, ſhe went and provided herſelf 
with a genteel Suit of Clothes; and to 
diſguiſe herſelf the more, cut off her 
own fine Hair, which was a light 
flaxen Colour, and put on a brown 
Bob-wig. Thus equipp'd, ſhe went 


to an Inn, and took Poſt immediately 


for Lyons; where being arrived, ſhe 
hired a Lodging at a Barber's Shop, 


and enquired after a Service, M1RAaBEL, | 
upon his coming here, in his Way to 
1taly, j 


On EE OF Wa WP OY, ᷣ ͤ 0 0 TOP at Ye 
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Traly, was taken ill with a light Fever, 
which retarded his Journey, and occa- 
ſioned him to tarry there two or three 
Weeks ; during which Time, the Valet 
he had hired at Paris left him, and he 
became deſtitute of a Servant. ETHE+ 
LINDA being informed there was an 
Engliſh Gentleman, at the Sign of 
L' Etoile d Orient, then on his Travels, 
who was detained there by Illneſs, and 
whoſe Servant had left him ſince his 
coming there, hoped now to gain a 
Maſter, or elſe would go on for Flo- 
rence. Little did ſhe ſuſpect that the 
Perſon in queſtion was her hunted Lo- 
ver, till being informed his Name was 
Mizxaseri, and fluſh'd with the Hopes 
of Succeſs from ſo favourable a Criſis, 
ſhe determined to venture boldly, and 
ofter her Service, let the Conſequence 
be what it would. She had no Time 
to reflect on the Difficulty of her Un- 
dertaking, and her Inexpertneſs in fo 
baſe an Office : Love hood-winks Rea- 
lon, and darkens our Underſtanding ; 
yet Reſolution and Ardour frequently 
| E ſurpaſs 


N 
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ſurpaſs Difficulties, which, without Cou- 
rage, would be inſuperable. Deter- 
mined on the Attempt, the immediately 
dreſſed herſelf, and waited on MixABEI. 
Upon coming to his Lodgings, ſhe was 
conducted to his Apartment ; for the 
adored Youth fat reading by the Fire. 
MrRABEL was of a Temper affable, ſin- 

cere and generous, free from Pride, 
Affectation and IIl- nature; of ſtrict 
Probity and Honour, and an avowed 
Enemy to Perfidy and Diſſimulation. 
Upon ETRHELINDA's Entrance he was 
really amazed, and thought under her 
Diſguiſe he perceived ſomething unuſed 
to Slavery, or the ſervile Offices of a 
Footman, and therefore bid her ſit 
down. After ſome flight Enquiry of 
her Qualifications for a Valet, he found 
her quite at a Loſs in her Duty, and 
almoſt a Stranger to every thing but 
the Name: He then -ventured to aſk 
her Birth, and the Reaſon of taking 
up a Service. ETHELINDA, with Bluſhes 
and a ſtammering Tongue, which Mi- 
RABEL 1 1 fail of perceiving, 

2 told 
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told him ſhe was a Native of ———; 
and Son of a Country Farmer; but that 
his Father, being lately dead, and lea- 
ving him only one hundred Livres, be- 
ſides a Horſe, two Cows, and ſome few 
Houſhold Goods, he fold them, and de- 
termined to get into ſome Gentleman's 
Family ; that, to that end, he made 
his Way for Lyons, hoping there to 
find a Maſter ; and that, being inform- 
ed of him, preſumed to offer him his 
Service, and ſhould think himſelf happy 
in his Approbation: That tho he was 
Z ſomewhat a Novice to the Profeſſion 
of a Valet, ſo he was to their Vices and 
Z Subterfuges ; that he would endeavour 
to qualify himſelf as a good faithful 
& Servant, and would do every thing in 
4 his Power to metit his Eſteem. 


*® Miraprt, pleaſed with ſo open a 
XZ Confeſſion, and with the Perſon of his 
Incognita, determined to take him into 
his Service, however inexpert he might 
be, and therefore hired him accord- 
ingly. ETHELINDa, pleaſed with this 

G8 lucky 
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lucky Adventure, endeavoured all in 


her Power to cultivate ſo favourable a | 
Hit, and improve herſelf in the Office 


of a Footman. She was endued with 
a very large Share of Spirits; and her 
natural Vivacity was not to be intim: 
dated by any ſlight Shock : Miſtreſss 
of the Italian Tongue, in which her 
Uncle himſelf had carefully inſtructed 
her, and having a fine Voice, ſhe ſung g 
extremely well ; which, with the Ad- , 
dition of a Lute, that the managed à 
merveille, was an agreeable Amuſement, ® 
not only to herſelf, but to her ne- 
Maſter ; who, on that Account, fre- 
quently admitted her to his 9 
in an Evening, when alone. MIRABEL's 
IIlneſs was a Tucky Misfortune for his | 
new Valet, as it occaſioned him to pur- | 
chaſe a new Poſt- Chaiſe, by which 
Means ETHELINDA was freed from the 
Trouble of riding on Horſeback, and 
what would undoubtedly have boon a 
great Puniſhment and Detriment to her. 
Scon after her Engagement with her 

nęw Maſter, {he ſet out with him from 

| Don, 
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Lyons, from whence he went for Italy, 


intending to ſtay there only till the 
next Spring, and take a leiſure Jour- 
ney to England (where he intended 
to be by the Chriſimas after) by Way 
of Germany and Holland. 


DuzinG her Stay with him abroad, 


nothing happened to give her the leaſt 


Cauſe of Uneaſineſs; and, having 
learnt to ſhave and dreſs a Wig, ſhe 
lived with the utmoſt Tranquility ; 
ſince, to wait on her dear Mira- 
BEL, and be near his Perſon, was an 
ample Recompence for all her Fatigue 
and Trouble. No Danger was great 
enough to intimidate her Courage in 
Defence of her beloved Maſter ; no 
Hardſhip was ſufhciently piercing to 


_ excite a Murmur, ſince ſhe embraced 


them voluntarily ; and, for the Sake of 
her Maſter, could joyfully endure eve- 
ry Difficulty. While with him ſhe en- 
joyed an Æquanimity, which ſhe was 
an entire Stranger to 1n his Abſence ;, 
her Soul was ſerene, mild, and tran- 


quil, 
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quil, and an unuſual chearful Gaiety 


ſhone in her Countenance. MiIRABEI, th 
contrary to the Methods of many of h 
our modern young Travellers, em- hi 


ployed the major Part of his Time in 
the Improvement of his Talents; and, b 
not contenting himſelf with Super- 


ficies, and confiding in Rumour, .F TE 
made circumſpe& Obſervations on thjge w 
Manners, Cuſtoms, and Polity of the te 


ſeveral People he viſited. He ftrictly il 
noticed their Induſtry, Trade, and tec 
Oeconomy, that, on his Return to P 
England, he might preſent his Coun- ee 

with ſomething better than Dreſs a 
and Politeneſs. He duly conſidered, P 
that the Eſtate he was poſſeſſed of, tl 


might, one Day, occaſion him to be 4 h 
a Repreſentative in Parliament for a ce 
free People, who, relying on his Merit m 


and Abilities, had unanimouſly elect- Ik 
ed him to be their Sponſor, to vindi- el 
cate their Rights, redreſs their Grie- ſu 
vances, and protect the Liberties of he 
Thouſands committed to his Care, tc 


TuksB 
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TRESE Conſiderations, which were 
the natural Impulſe of his Soul, made 
him neglect no Opportunity, whereby 
he thought he could benefit himſelf or 
his Fellou- ſubjects. Impelled therefore ® 
by his own innate Propenſity, he fra- 
med to himſelf one conſtant Rule to 
regulate his Conduct, and the Hours, 
which many of the giddy Vouth, loi- 
ter'd away in the Purſuit of Trifles, or 
illicit Indulgencies, Mix ABEL converted 
do a better Uſe, and employed in the 
Purſuit of a nobler Game. He viſit- 
2 ed, at Intervals, every Thing curious, 
and worth Obſervation, in the ſeveral 
Places through which he paſſed; and, 
| that his Memory might not deceive 
him, by a too firm Reliance thereon, 
conſtantly noted his Remarks in a com- 
mon-place Book, which he always 
kept in his Pocket. He collected a | 
choice Number of the beſt and moſt l 
ſuitable Authors to his Purpoſe, that 
he might not be to ſeek, when he came 
to England, for a well-fill'd Library, 


do 
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to improve his Morals, poliſh his Ta- 
lents, © or amuſe his Tims. | 


No caterial Occurrence happened 
to ErHELINDA during her Sojournment 
abroad, but ſhe increaſed hourly in 
Admiration and Love for MIRABEL: 
She ſaw him every Time with new 
Pleaſure ; ſhe heard him with Rap- 


pture, and every Sentence warm'd her 


Soul with Extacy. Frequently, when 


alone, ſhe would cry, O! cruel Fates 
why waſn't I born to be the Help- 
mate of ſo worthy a Youth ? Why, 
ah, why! did I difouile my Paſſion ? 


why hide it from a "Bol incapable of 


doing an Injury ; and who, melted 
by my Anxiety, would have yielded 
to my Entreaties, and crown'd my 
Wiſhes ! Why, when bleſs'd with 
Power, did I not avow my Flame, 
and- plead a Privilege, the wealthy 
Claim from Fortune! Ah! MIR ABEL! 
even then I Had ſigh'd in vain ; not 


all my boaſted Titles, not Splendor, x 
nn. Magnificence, and Honour, 


Id | 

could 
er 
| 
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could come in Competition with otie 
ſingle Obſtacle. Religion comes and 
tells me I am wretched. He who a- 
dores his Gop, a real pregexiſtent Power, 
immutable, omniſcient, and omnipo- 
tent, can ne'er deſcend to worſhip oO 
and Stone, or proſtrate fall to dead 
Paniety. Reaſon compels, and Reaſon 
is his Guide. Unhappy! wretched! 
miſerable ETur11nval Deſpair, nor 
fondly feed a Flame that leads you on 
to Ruin. | 


Tugsg were her general Soliloquies, 
which ſhe ſometimes indulged to an 
immoderate Degree, and which were 
rather heighten'd than alleviated upon 
her Arrival in England. MixABEL 
upon coming to London found no Body 
in his Town-Houſe but three Servants 
who lived at Board-Wages, (which he 
much diſapproved of) who were only 
to take Care of the Houſe and Furni- 
ture, and by whom he was informed 
that his Mother and Siſter had not been 
in London fince his Departure from 

F thence; 
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thence; but with Mr. Trueman, (his 
Friend) lived entirely at the Manſion- 
Houſe in hire. Upon this News 
he ſtayed only one Day in Town, and 
ſet out with his Valet the next Morn- 
ing in a Foſt-Chaiſe for the Country. 
He got there to Breakfaſt, and Erys- 
LINDA was Charmed with the delight- 
ful Situation of the Place; the Houſe 
was a large Pile of Building in the 
ancient Taſte, ſituated upon an Emi- 
nence, in the Middle of a large Park 
well ſtocked with Deer, and in the 
Centre of four Walks of ſtately Limes, 
each Walk near a Mile long, and 
which led you into a grand Court- 
Yard riſing with an Aſcent to the 
Houſe, which you entered by about 
twelve Stone Stairs. Miraszi alight- 
ing at the Court-Vard, was ſoon ac- 
coſted by his worthy Friend Mr. True- 
mam, who, rejoiced to ſee him returned 
in Health, embraced him with Tears 
of ſincere Amity. He then went in, 
where he found his Mother and Siſter 
juſt fitting down to Breaktaft, who re- 

ccived 
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ceived him with the trueſt Affection, 
congratulating him on his ſafe Return. 
Theſe Formalities paſt, MiRaBEL fat 
down to Breakfaſt with the Company, 
who were highly overjoyed at the Ar- 
rival of ſo unexpected a Viſitant. 


Soo after he came home, he ſettled 
his Affairs with Mr. Trueman, who, 
during his Abſence, had ſaved upwards 
of 20, 00 J. and put all his Farms in 
thorough Repair. Miz 48z1 was pleaſed 
to find ſo good an Account, and with 
his uſual Generoſity begged Mr. True- 
man to ſhare the Profits in Recom- 
pence for the Trouble he had been at 


in his Abſence; and that as Fortune 


had been aaa of him, to accept 
ſuch Moiety as a a for her 
Frowns. ie further craved, that as 
he had been kind enough to exerciſe 
the Office of Steward and Inſpector- 
General of his Eitratcs in his Abſence, 
that he would afift him therein now 
at Home, for which he would allow 
him 500. per Humm; that he would 

F 2 (if 
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(if agreeable) continue to live with 
him, ſince he ſhould always regard 
and eſteem him as a Brother. Mr. 7 
man thanked him politely for his Ba- 
vours, that he would ſtill continue to 
live with kim, and at his Requeſt act 
as his Steward ; but as he nad aiready 
over-rated his poor Services, begg'd 
Leave to decline accepting the further 
annual Gratuity. | 


Every thing being thus tld to 
the mutual Satisfa&tion of all Parties, 
Mtirazri deſired Mr. Trueman to go to 
Town, and put his Houſe there in Or- 
der; requeſting that he would furniſh 
it in the Fathion, and beſpeak a Side- 


board, c. of Plate, China, and 


Glaſſcs not exceeding, 30004 That he 
would alſo order him a new Chariot, 
Coach, and Landau, in the neateſt 

Taſte, and buy him ſome Horſes, and 


ſend them down into the Country as 


joon as poſſible; where he intended 
ro ſay till the Houſe was fit for his 
Reception in Lando, as he deſigned 


to 
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to pais the Winter in Town, and ſa- 


vour his Mother and Siſter with the 
2 Diverſions there, and from which they 
had retired during his Abſence, At 
8 , the Time appointed for his Departure, 
 ErTyziinpa ſet out with her Maſter 


and the reit of the Family for London 
where, upon Arrival, the was amazed 
at the Delicacy and Magniſicence of 
the Apartments and Furniture; for 


though {he thought him a Man of 
22 Fortune, yet no way imagined it to 
be fo very extenſive; and that a pri- 


vate Gentleman in Englandl, could out- 


vie many of the Nobility 2 the firſt 
XZ Rank in France, Had it not been for 
2 crude Reflections which intruded on 


her Privacy, Erurlispa might have 
enjoyed tolerable Quietude, MIA as 
being able to chace away all Anxiety: 

But as it too often happens, that wlien 
our fond Imaginations are willing to 
feed our idle PaſGons with the flatu- 
ient Expectations of dawning Happi- 
neſs, that we are the nearer to Perdi- 


tion ; fo happened it to ErusgLixDAa, 
{1nce 
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ſince one ſudden, one unexpected Ac- 
cident blighted the Bloſſoms of Feli- 
city, and "all Hopes of Content vaniſh- 
ed like Dew before the riſing Sun. 


Mix ABEL fince his Abode in Town, 
had ſometime cheriſhed an idle Con- 
ceit, which, had he known ErnE- 
LINDA's Sex, he could never have har- 
boured. He thought he daily perceived 
an unuſual gloomy Triſtèſſe encroach 
upon his Siſter the lovely Marana, 
which prey'd upon her Health, and 
damned ker wonted Mirth, and there- 
fore conjectured it muſt be Love. He 
weakly imagined that the ſprightly 


Gaicty, uncommon Peauty, and gen- 


teel Qualifications of his Valet de 
Chambre, had made an Impreſſion on 
his Siſter's Heart, and corroded her 
Happineſs. He was ſenſible that Youth, 
| unaſſiſted by Reaſon and mature Re- 
flection, frequently commit Errors, 
thro' the Indulgence of juvenile Paſ- 
ſions, which they afterwards ſeverely 
repent of. He was far from ſuſpect- 
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10g his Siſter's Innocence, on the con- 
trary, maintained the higheit Opinion 
of her Virtue; but yet he knew the 
very beſt ſometimes fail, and thro want 


| | of timely Care many a lovely Plant is 
# loſt. He therefore thought it his Duty 


to prevent, by all his Circumſpection 


and Care, any ſuch Jhing happening 
to his Siſter; and that the ſureſt Way 
1 to guard againſt it would be, to watch 
the Motions of ETHIIN DA, left by 
other Proceedings he ſhould make his 
«4 Siſter uneaſy, by thinking him ſuſpi- 


cious of her Honour, 


To arrive at the Bottom of all and 


I clear up his Doubts, he reſolved to ob- 


ſerve the Conduct of his Valet, and ſee 
whether there was any literary Cor- 


reſpondence betwixt his Siſter and him, 
which he thought might be carried on 
without his Knowledge or Diſcovery ; 
and whereby their utmoſt Wiſhes and 


Deſigns might be completed, and all 
the World at the ſame Time Strangers 
thereto. To this End he went one 

Morning 
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Morning to ETrzlixnDa's Apartment; 
where the uſed to duſt his Cloaths; 


and which he had aſſigned as a Sort 


of Wardrobe, and v Gere he privately | 
was nn ſhe was writing. He 
entered without any previous Notice, 
and Erniiinpa was ſtartled at fo un- 
expected a Viſit. He found her read- . 
ing a Letter which ſhe had juſt ended 
to her dear Laura, and which, upon 
her Maſter's Entrance, {he was going to 
put aſide. Contrary to her ExpeRations; | 
and foreign to her Thoughts, Mirantr A 
demanded the Letter with an Air and 


Tone, which till then ſhe had been | 


eſtranged to. Thunderſtruck with | 
this Requeſt, and unable to deviſe the | 
Motive of ſuch Enquiry, ET HTLIN Da 
politely told him that the Letter in no | 
Shape concerned him or any of his | 
Family, afluring him the Contents 
thereof were of the higheſt Moment to 
her Tranquillity and Happineſs, and 
ſuch as ſhe could not divulge to her 
neareſt Relation. Mixa BEL was equal- 


7 aſtoniſhed at her Reply, as ſhe was 
before 
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before at his Requeſt, and aſſured him 
that, provided the Contents agreed with 
his Aſſertions, he might ſafely truſt 
him. Fluctuating in uncertain Doubts 
what to do, ExrHELIN DA ſaid ſhe 
craved his Pardon for the Preſumption; 
but, on agreeing to her Requeſts, ſhe 
would reſign the Letter, upon his 
Word and Honour that he would ne- 
ver divulge the Contents to any one on 
Earth, or cauſe her to quit his Service; 
and upon his Promiſe of Fidelity, de- 
livered him the following Lines, viz. 


Dear, Lovely Laura! 


'ER now, I am afraid, my Ab- 

ſence and Silence will have occa- 
honed you to think me gone to 
Elyfium; but to clear up ſuch Error, 
and convince you of my Exiſtence, fit 
down to write a few Lines. As I 
doubt not but my Flight is blazed a- 
broad, ſo to aſk you the various Opi- 
nion of the Multitude, would be de- 
firing the Tongues of Rumour; and, 
8 as 
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as I am beyond the Reach of Malice, 
ſo I lavoh at Cenſure and deſpiſe 
Scandal. My chief Concern is my 
Uncle's Welfare, which I long to be 
inform'd of; but as I know of no 
Canal whereby I can learn it, muſt 
unwillingly reſt in Ignorance and Diſ- 
quietude. 


Ir has not long after my leaving 
Paris, that J met with the dear Ob- 
ject of my Wiſhes; and by one unex- 
pected, lucky Incident, under a Diſ- 
guiſe, hired myſelf to * as his Valet 
de Chambre: However romantic the 
Scheme, 'tis indubitable Truth ; and 
tho' 1 may ſeem ridiculous among the 
gay World, yet I would not barter my 
menial Metamorphoſis for all their 
tinſel Grandeur, I have lived with 
him ever fince under this Habit ; and 
though I bore ſome Fatigues in travel- 
ling with him, yet his humane Treat- 
ment of me, and affable Behaviour, 
renders my Office the moſt agreeable I 
could have choſe, I have nothing 


baſe 
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baſe and low enjoined me to do; and 


the Pleaſure I enjoy in being near the 
dear Perſon J love, makes every Ser- 
vice 2grceable, and is an ample Re- 
compence ſor all my Trouble. He 
enjoys a noble Fortune, which enables 
him to beſtow his Liberality without 
Reitraint, yet where Merit diſtin- 
guiſhes the Object. His Politeneſs 
and good Scenic makes his other Virtues 
more reſplendent, and to ſee him is to 
Love. Believe me, Laura, I enjoy a 
Tranquillity which his Abſence would 
have robbed me of, and nothing di- 
ſturbs my Repoſe but the cruel Thoughts 
of our never meeting ; for was no other 
Obſtacle to interpoſe and prevent it, 
yet the bare Conſideration of my ex- 
travagant Paſſion, and thus expoſing 
my Virtue, will be a Bar never to be 
overcome, and undoubtedly hinder all 
Hopes of an Union. 


Wrar can I do? I am determined 
to be near him as long as I can, and 


therefore hope nothing but Death can 
G 2 ſever 


tion will ſteal imperceptibly upon you, 
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ſever us; my Paſſion encreaſes daily, 


and 1 lots him more and more: I 


could dwell for ever on his Praiſes, but 
doubt the Theme none of the moſt a- 

ecable to you who are a Stranger. 
Ah! Laura! I dare not avow my 
Flame, but my Days muſt paſs in 
filent' Adoration ! Wretched Apoſtate! 
Unhappy ErhRELIIN DA] My Guardian- 
Genius ſometimes checks my wander- 
ing Thoughts, and bids me recall the 
ſmall Remains of Reaſon, Titles and 
Grandeur loſe their Force, Magnifi- 
cende and Wealth appear inſipid, and 


I, had rather be an humble Cottager 


with MiRABEL, than grace a Throne, 
and rule Mankind in ſplendid Miſery. 


LoveLy Friend! from my unhappy 
Conflict, permit me to diſſuade you 
from the fatal Bane to my Happineſs, 
and fly the tempting Bait : Guard every 
Avenue of the Soul againſt it, nor let 
your Heart indulge one Sigh in favour 
of a Man. Even this ſlight Introduc- 
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and for ever damp the Sweets of Joy 
and Pleaſure. My Mind ſickens at the 
crude Reflection, and draws me to a 
Concluſion of my Letter; yet eer I 
finiſh, accept my Prayers for the Pre- 
ſervation and Happineſs of my dear 
Uncle and yourſelf, believing me in 
every Clime, 


Deareſt LA u RA, 


Unalterably Your's, 


ETHE LIN DA. 


Uron peruſing this Letter, Mis 
R4BEL appeared like one bereaved of 
Senſe; he fixed his wandering Eyes 
on ETHELINDa, and thought he per- 
cexved ſomething which muſt appear 
raviſhingly ſweet in her natural Habit. 
He return'd the Letter with an un- 
uſual Civility, aſſuring her ſhe might 
depend on the Performance of his Pro- 
miſe, and that nothing ſhould extort 
the Secret from his Breaſt without her 

2 previous 
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previous Concurrence, and rctired to 
mcultate more calmly on the Affair. 
EratiinDa was equally amazed at his 
abrupt Departure, and wonder'd from 
whence ſuch Procecding ſhould ariſe ; 


ſhe was betwixt Hope and Fear, ho- 
ping his Generoſity was too great to 


expoſe her, and fearing his Virtue was 
too nice to keep her in his Service. 
As he had promiſed. her Secrecy, ſhe 
had the leaſt Suſpicion of a Diſcloſure; 
and indeed, upon a due Conſideration, 
the latter fol d the moſt probable. 
In this Suſpence ſhe knew not how to 


act, and a!l her Concern was, leſt ſhe 


ſhould diſcblige her Maſter, and loſe 
the Joy of being near his Perſon, 


. M:napzr, in his Abſence, was no 
icls perplexed at ſo unexpected and a- 


mazing a Diſcovery, inconccivably a- 


ſtoniſhed to think that under the Ap- 


pcarance of a Footman, he had all 


along harboured a beautiful Tnamorata. 
What could he think when he found 


that his fair Incognita, and pretended 
Valet, 


3 


Valet, was the lovely ErRELINpa, 
Niece to the Cardinal B. „and for 
the Poſſeſſion of whoſe Charms and 
Fortune ſeveral of the prime Nobility 
in France, had long ſued in vain? 
He knew not in what Manner to pro- 
ceed, and the Extraordinarineſs of the 
Circumſtances, occaſioned an unfa- 
thomable Incertitude : He reflected 
upon her Birth and Fortune, her Beau- 
and Education, which demanded a 
reſpectful Civility; yet he remember'd 
that as ſhe officiated as his Valet de 
Chambre, too great a Condeſcenſion 
would give room for ſome Suſpicions 
which he would chuſe to evade. 


Arrrx reflecting ſome time, he de- 


termined to leave ETH ELIN DA in ful 
pence till the next Morning, and then 
acquaint her his Sentiments: Accord- 


ingly he ſent for him into his Study, and 


ſhut the Door leſt any one ſhould caſu- 
ally intrude upon their Privacy, at the 
ſame Time ordering his Servants, upon 
any Enquiry, to ſay he was gone out. 

ErHE- 
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ErhrLINx DA dreaded the fatal Recital, 
and inly trembled, left any thing ſhould 
happen to prevent her Hopes. Being 
thus guarded againſt any Viſitors, he 
complaiſantly deſired ſhe would ſit 
down, and baniſh every anxious, an- 
noying Thought: He blamed her high- 
ly for her raſh Adventure; and though 
her Rank and Character, joined to the 
Delicacy of her Sex, had placed her 
beyond his Remonſtrance or Reſent- 
ment, yet as ſhe had ſubmitted to be 
his Servant, he hoped ſhe would ex- 
cuſe his Freedom. He greatly pitied 
the Extravagance of her Paſſion, which 
had induced her to run ſuch Hazards 
for his Sake; but as it was not com- 
atible with his Sentiments, nor their 
Religion alike, an Union was really 
impracticable; and as he was now ac- 
quainted with her Sex, his Virtue and 
Honour would not ſuffer him to con- 
ceal her in his Houſe. He adviſed her 
upon all Conſiderations to return to 
her Uncle and her dear LAugA, nor 


wantonly loſe ſuch noble Poſſeſſions, 
| only 
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only to indul ge ſome juvenile Paſſions; 


he counſelled her to recall her Reaſon 
(of which ſhe had a large Share) and 
good Senſe, nor expoſe her ſtaggering 
Virtue to ſuch dangerous Attacks. 


Wir his natural Generoſity and 
good Nature, MIiRABZNL told her, he 
would aſſiſt her with every thing {he 
ſhould requeſt, and he could grant, 
ſtrongly enforcing her ſpeedy Lepar- 
parture for Paris; aſſuring her, that 
whatever Money ſhe wanted was at 
her Service; and he would always 
eſteem and regard her. ETHELINDA 
thanked him courteouſly for his Offer, 
but informed him that ſhe wanted no 
Money, having upwards of 1000 J. by 
her, which ſhe brought with her from 
Paris; and that fince he would not 
ſuffer her to be at his Houſe, earneſtly 


entreated him to get her a genteel 


Houſe or Lodgings ; and that he would 
viſit her as a Friend, ſince ſhe hoped 
her Birth might entitle her to crave 
ſuch Favour without Offence, but never 

H more 
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more to mention her Return to France. 
MiIRABEL aſſured her he would comply 


with her Requeſts, and while ſhe re- 
mained in England, nothing i in him 
ſhould be wanting to evince his E- 
ſteem, and the Regard he had both 
for herſelf and her Uncle. 


PursuaAnT therefore to her Requeſt, 
MizxaBtL hired ſome Apartments for 
her; and without her Privity and Con- 
ſent, furniſhed them ſuitable to her 
Birth and Rank, in the. moſt delicate 
and polite Faſhion. He likewiſe pro- 


vided every Thing requiſite for her 


Tranſmutation into her own Sex, and 
aſterwards hired her ſome Servants ; 


in fact, he omitted nothing that was 


neceſlary, and whereby he thought he 
could promote her Tranquillity and 
Eaſe. ErRRLIN DA ſeemed ſatisfied 
with her preſent Situation, and hoped 
ſome favourable Iſſue from ſuch a 
happy Beginning: She appeared ex- 
tremely gay and chearful; and being 
ſettled in the N cighbourhood, MiraBsL 


intro- 
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introduced her to his Mother and Siſter, 
as a young Lady of Diſtinction juſt 
come from Paris, and who he had 
the Honour to know, when there, on 
his Travels. Peing thus introduced to 
Mazxiana and her Mother, ſhe ſoon 
became intimate; and by her genteel 
Deportment, good Senſe, and good 
Nature, was careſs'd and courted : 
MaRIANA languiſhed in ETnueLinDa's 
Abſence, and Mirth lay {lumbering 'till 
ſhe appeared. There was no Ball, 
Viſit, or Party of Pleaſure without 
ErRHELIN DA; and, as ſhe was thus be- 
loved by the Siſter, ſhe had the more 
frequent Opportunities .of being near 
MiRABEL. 


ErTHz11nDa ſeemed tolerably pleaſed 
with this Courſe of Life for about nine 
Months ; but as her Paſſion was rather 
more reſemblant to Luſt than Love, 
and which ſhe was aſſured MIRABEL's 
ſtrict Virtue could never be ſeduced to 
by any Artifice whatſoever, ſhe deter- 
mined to ſacrifice it a Victim to Re- 

H 2 ſentment, 


SC ., 4 


= = LS ££ _— 


1 ( 52) 
ſentment, if not to Reaſon ; and by 
ſome Means or other, quell the Fury 
of ſo ty rrannical a Maſter. 


=. - SHE knew that all the Succour Rea- 
5 ſon could produce, would be but tri- 
' vial Aſſiſtance towards compleating the 
* Conqueſt, and that ſhe muſt abſolute- 
ly reſolve to baniſh Miz azer from her 
Thoughts, ſince without ſuch Reſolu- 
tion her Paſſion would be too domi- 
nant ever to be vanquiſhed. Abſence 
ſhe deemed the moſt likely Expedient 

to complete her Deſign, and therefore 
determined to ſet out again for France, 
and fly for Shelter to the Arms of Re- 

{ . Fftraint and Religion. One Morning 
| when MIR ABEL came to viſit her alone, 
ihne calmly inform'd him her Intention 
* of once more ſeeing her native Coun- 
try, and leave England, where ſhe 
could never be happy. He was pleaſed 
at this Recital, aſſuring her, that he 
was extremely ſorry to loſe ſo fair a 
Friend; but his Sorrow was over- ba- 
lanced in the Satisfaction he received 
from 
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from thinking how joyful her Return 
would be to her fond Uncle, and her 
dear Friend Laura. But how ſoon 
did ſhe diſpel this pleaſing Hope, when 
ſhe firmly aſſured him, her Deſign was 
quite the Reverſe, never intending to 
vitit. her Uncle or Paris, but to ſhut 
herſelf up in ſome Monaſtery or other 
during Life. He highly diſcommended 
her Scheme; expoſtulated with her 
upon her Youth, Beauty, and Cha- 
racer; the Fortune ſhe would enjoy, 
and which ſhe was going to ſacrifice, 
perhaps, to ſome emeritorious Perſon 
or other: He told her, that ſhe muſt 
expect to find a very wide Difference 
betwixt a Convent and a Court; and 
that ſhe was highly blame-worthy, in 
the Prime of Life, to quit its Joys, 
and every Opportunity of doing Good, 
to deviate ſo far from the wiſe Deſign 
and End of her Creation, by devoting 
herſelf to Obſcurity and Indolence, and 
drone away her Days in forc'd Devo- 
tion. He aſſured her, he believed the 
had imbibed wrong Notions of Reli- 
2 gion, 
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gion, and that Piety did not come by 
Conſtraint and Violence, or that im- 


preſs d Petitions were ever acceptable 
to the divine Being. 


Mizast.i's Reaſons were quite inef- 
fectual; and ETHELIN DA told him, 
that ſhe ſhould ever maintain a ſtrict 
Senſibility for all his Favours, and a 


high Eſteem for the Kindneſs and 


Friendſhip of his Mother and Siſter ; 
and that the Felicity of himſelf and 
Family ſhould be daily remember'd in 
her Oraiſons. She further ſaid, ſhe 
had now only to requeſt, that as his 
Intimacy and Intereſt were great with 
a certain noble Puke, he would crave. 
his recommendatory Jetter, to a Lady 
Abbeſs of any Monaſtery within fixty 
Miles of Paris. MIRABEIL, told her, 
that though he diſliked the Office, yet, 
as it was the laſt Requeſt ſhe might 
ever make, he could not deny her; 
and accordingly procured the ſaine. 
ErHrLINDA' therefore took her Leave 
of the lovely Maklava and her Mo- 


ther; 
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ther 5 and, accompanied by Mi RABEL 
and Mr. Trueman as far as Dover, ſhe 


ſet out the next Morning for France. 


ARkRIVED to the deſtin'd Place of 
Seclufion, ſhe was received with all 
the Deference and Eſteem, ſo noble a 
Recommendation, and the Dignity of 
her own Rank demanded. She paſs'd 
her Year of Probation as uſual; and 
the abſtemious Way of Lite ſhe had 
engaged in, eraſed from her Mind all 
idle Paſſions, and ſhe ſpent her Days 
in uninterrupted 'Tranquillity. How- 
ever, ErHELIN DA had not been here 


quite three Years, before ſhe was ſeiz- 


ed with a violent Fever, which, not- 
withſtanding all imaginable Care, pro- 
ved the dreadful Summons for a new 
Voyage, and from whence ſhe could 
never return. She reccived the Audit 
with that true Æquanimity which is 
the Reſult of fincere Repentance, and 
the Hopes of everlaſting Joy ; but as 
her Fever was not the moſt rapid in 
its Progreſs, nor ſo acute to deprive 


her 


FT) 
ber of Senſibility, ſhe ſent her dear 
Laux the following Letter, and in a 


few Hours after expired, viæ. 
\ : 


Lovely, I. valuable Friend ! 
AF TER having indulged myſelf in 


the moſt licentious, extravagant 
being able to accompliſh my Deſires, 


beloved, I retired to this Place about 
three Years ago; where, through the 
Recommendation of a noble Duke, 
and the Information of the Object of 
my Love, I was received, and enter- 
tained with that Reſpect due to my 
Birth. I never before could perſuade 
myſelf to give you this Intelligence; 
but the Hand of Death preſſing me 
hard, I was unwilling to leave you 
and my dear Uncle in an Uncertainty 
3 


I 


Paſſion for four Years, without ever 


through the rigid Virtue of the Perſon 


{i 
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ISA not trouble you with a mi- 
nute Detail of my Adventures, but 
the annexed will be ſufficient to give 
you an Idea of all. my Proceedings, 


and.evince the ill- natur'd World, that 


a Woman may ſubmit to Irregularities 
of Conduct, without an abſolute For- 
feiture of her Virtue and Honour, and 
an immediate Coalition with Vice and 
Immorality. I am ſtrictly ſenſible of 
the Atrociouſneſs of my Folly, and 
have fully expiated every Tranſgreſſion; 
and as one Fazux-pas has rendered me 
the Object of Calumny, ſo I reſolved 
no future Temptation ſhould allure me 
to a Repetition of thoſe Foibles, but 
to renounce the World, and all its 
gew-gaw Enticements, and paſs the 
Remainder of my Days in Religious 


Contempt and Contrition. 


Neves fince my Birth have I known 


ſuch calm Content, ſuch ſolid Peace, 
I AL 
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as ſince my Secluſion from the Grand- 
Monde : Every new Day added to my 


Felicity; and if to wiſh is a Pain, be- 


lieve me, I never have known it. 
O! Laura! I would not renounce one 
Hour's peaceful Solitude, for all the 
World could give ; and the inconceiv- 
able Joy I feel from the Thoughts of 
my Honour being unſullied, is an ad- 
ditional Delight. I once fondly be- 
lieved that there was no Happineſs but 
in Varcity; nothing like a Life of Plea- 
ſure ; but now experience, that in Re- 
ligion there are Joys unknown, conti- 
nual Satisfaction, unſullied Content. 
Believe me, my dear Friend, I would 
not wiſh to live one Hour of my Life 
again; and Death, ſo much dreaded, 
comes with a gentle Smile, and beckons 
me to Realms of ever-during Bliſs : I 
have fincerely repented of paſt Indiſ- 
cretions; and 'tis that Repentance, 
with a firm Confidence in the Good- 
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ik & the Almighty, which makes 


me with to ſhake off this Tenement of 


Clay, and dwell with Etherials in the 


continual Viciflitude of terrenc Enjoy- 


ments, but arc permanent and laſting ; 5 


whereas no carthly Pleaſure is unal- 
lay d with Care, and too frequently is 
only a Prelude to Anxiety. But in 
Religion there 1s no ſuch Thing as 
Diſquietude; and Piſcontent is a Stran- 
ger to the pious Soul. For the Mind 
replete with this heavenly Emanation, 
enjoys an uninterrupted Peace; and 
ſuch as no worldly Cares, or Entice— 
ments, can deſtroy. Youth is ſubject 
to innumerable Hazards; and I, hap- 
pily in the Spring of Life, am going 
to be free from theſe dangerous Allure- 
ments, and to launch into eternal Fe- 
licity. The Storms are now ſubſided, 
and a continual Calm ſucceeds : I have 

1 2 wea- 


Regions of Immortality. The Joys of 
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iveathered the boiſterous Tempeſt ; an. 
after an irs fome Voyage, amidſt num: 
berleſs Rocks and Qui-i:nds, am ©: 
laſt entering the Haven oi Reſt, My 
dear Launa ! my Spirit ail me, and 
I muſt unwillingly conclude. — From 
my Failings may you be warn'd, anc 
ſhun the dire Enchantment that ſe 
duced nie; and may you enjoy Ol, 
Earth, the greateſt Happiacis Mortal, 
here can taſte ; and finally, immorta. 
Glory, My laſt Prayers will be for 
the Prefervation of you and my dear 
Uncle; and remember that I die 


Droariavly Your's, 
5 . 
ETHELINDA, 
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